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(57) Abstract: 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To facilitate 
maintenance by providing an information input 
means for attaining the right of using, means for 
comparing input information with information held in 
an information holding means, and means for 
controlling the availability of an apparatus 
depending on the comparison results thereby 
making possible to limit the user 

SOLUTION: When power is turned on, initialization is 
performed and an input request screen of ID and 
pass word is presented on the display section at an 
operating section 115. Inputted ID and password are 
checked against a data stored in a management 
data storing section 120. Since cipher data and a 
clear data are stored in the management data 
storing section 120, comparison is made at first 
with the clear data and if a matching data is not 
found, the inputted ID and password are encrypted 
and compared with the cipher data in the 
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